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Total Population:

19,593,000 

Youth Population:

4,193,000 

Youth Population (15-24) in %:

21.4% 

Median Age (years):

18.6% 



Source: World Population Prospects (United Nations, New York, 2002)



Statistics on Youth

Demographic Indicators:
Total Population 1995:

17,338,000 

Projected Population 2030:

39,640,000 

Youth Population (15-24) 1995:

19.1% 

Projected Youth Population 2030:

19.7% 

Male Population (15-24) 1995:

2,103,000 

Female Population (15-24) 1995:

2,090,000 

Median Age 1995 (years):

17.5 

Urban Population (15-24) 1995:

n/a 

Rural Population (15-24) 1995:

n/a 

Educational Indicators:
Education Compulsory Age (years):

6-14 

Illiterate Total (15+) 1995:

28.4% 

Illiterate Males (15+) 1995:

19.7% 

Illiterate Females (15+) 1995:

36.8% 

Gross Enrolment 1994:
Secondary % of relevant age:

M:40; F:32 (2001) 

Tertiary % of relevant age:

MF: 3 (2001) 

Public Expenditure on Education:
As % of Current Government Expenditures:

n/a 

Expenditure on 2nd Level:

n/a 

Expenditure on 3rd Level:

n/a 


Employment Indicators:
Economic activity (15-19) in %:

M: 39%; F: 54% (2000) 

Economic activity (20-24) in %:

M: 82%; F: 82% (2000) 

Annual growth rate (15-19) in %:

M:3.2 %; F:2.7 % (1995-2000) 

Annual growth rate (20-24) in %:

n/a 

Youth and Labor Force in %:

M: 26%; F:29 % (2000) 

Total Unemployment in %:

n/a 

Youth Unemployment (15-19) in %:

n/a 

Youth Unemployment (20-14) in %:

n/a 



National Youth Policy

Within the Government, the Ministry of Youth and Sports coordinates the national youth policy of Ghana in cooperation with other youth serving ministries and youth organizations, especially the National Youth Organizing Commission. The provisional National Defense Council (PNDC) coordinates all powers of Government including national youth policy and its application in 10 regions of Ghana. Youth policies and programmes are administered through regional and district councils. The Government recognizes the right of national youth movements to organize on a non-governmental basis for non-political purposes. In 1989 it set up a National Youth Organizing Commission.

The National Youth Organizing Commission, grew out of what is called the National Youth Policy Council established by the Government of Ghana in 1974 to assist the Ministry of Youth and Sports to coordinate the national youth policies and programmes of the Republic of Ghana in cooperation and affiliation with other youth-serving ministries. The Council is affiliated with the Commonwealth Youth Programme, especially those works involving youth development such as the World Assembly of Youth and the ECOWAS Youth Union. It has local affiliate youth associations, clubs, organizations, which maintain bilateral and multilateral relations with other international organizations with which they share common objectives. The National Youth Policy Council conducts relations with the following UN agencies: UNDP, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNIC, UNAIDS, and UNHCR. The Republic of Ghana National Youth Council, constituted of seventeen member board including representatives of young people and their organizations, has engaged in activities relating to 1) Health and Population, 2) Education and Employment, 3) Leadership and Capacity Building, 4) Human Rights, 5) Research, and 6) Cultural Exchange and Integration. It aims at a) maintaining the efficient functioning, facilitation, regulation, and co-ordination of youth development activities in the country, and b) having responsibility for the implementation of National Youth Policy. The National Youth Policy Council of the Republic of Ghana published documents in "House Journal." The allocation of an annual budget for the National Youth Policy Council was funded from the Government subvention. Youth Policies and programmes are administered through the regional and district Councils. The Government recognizes the right of national movements to organize on a non-governmental basis for non-political purposes. In 1989, it set up the National Youth Organizing Commission.



National Youth and Student Coordinating Bodies:

According to the information in the United Nations Youth Unit, there is a new national NGO coordinating council for youth in Ghana (National Youth Council of Ghana) which grew out of the National Youth Organizing Commission of Ghana which seeks to provide a platform for all youth NGOs in Ghana. The National Youth Council of Ghana, originally founded in 1974 by the Government, links the Government's ministries dealing with youth and the youth NGOs. The National Union of Ghana Students (NUGS), founded in 1965, which is an organization for all students in the country. Aiming to protect and promote the interests of the students, NUGS organizes workshops and seminars related for example to HIV/AIDS, to role of youth in Ghana and to democracy. Another objective of NUGS is to ensure a cordial relationship to the government of Ghana. More recent activities of NUGS include programmes to increase employment and thus to reduce poverty and yout unemployment and family planning. The annual congress elects officers of the NUGS's national secretariat and adopts the work programme. The organization is affiliated to the All African Student Union (AASU) and to the International Union of Students (IUS).

A contact list of youth related organizations follow:

AIESEC GHANA
School of Administration
P.O. Box 364
University of Ghana
Legon, Ghana

Mr. Benson Obua-Oguval, Secretary-General
All African Student Union (AASU)
P.O. Box 274, 8th Floor, Bag 1
State House
Accra, Ghana



Mr. Levy Makany, Secretary-General
Association of African Universities (AAU)
P.O. Box 5744
Accra, Ghana

Agricultural Youth Association
P.O. Box 14124
Accra, Ghana

Mr. Okyeame Adjei-Amakye, Executive President
Christian Organization for Youth and Environmental Development
P.O. Box 16895
Accra-North, Ghana

Committee of Youth Assocations of Ghana (CYAG)
Life-Link Friendship Schools
Bay 1, 5th Floor State House
Accra, Ghana

Democratic Youth League of Ghana (DYLG)
P.O. Box C7 Cantonments
Kimberly Avenue
Accra, Ghana

Ghana Red Cross Youth Society
P.O. Box 835
Accra, Ghana

The Ghana Scout Association (GSA)
P.O. Box 108
Accra-North, Ghana

Ghana United Nations Student Association (GUNSA)
5th Floor Bay 1 State House
Accra, Ghana

Ghana Youth Development Service
P.O. Box 13951
Accra, Ghana

Mr. Charles Campion, National Co-ordinator
International Movement of Catholic Students (IMCS)
Ghana Federation - National Secretariat
Rosary House, P.O. Box 166
Kumasi, Ghana

H.E. E.T. Mensah, Minister
Ministry of Youth and Sports
P.O. Box M. 252
Ministries Post Office
Accra, Ghana 

National Council of Ghana Young Men's Christian Association (NC-GYMCA)
Castle Road, P.O. Box 738
Accra, Ghana

National Union of Ghanaian Students (NUGS)
P.O. Box 157
Legon, Ghana

National Youth Organizing Commission (NYOC)
7th Floor 2 Bay
State House
P.O. Box 274
Accra, Ghana

National Youth Organizing Commission (NYOC)
P.O. Box 777
Dantu Avenue
Accra, Ghana

Presbyterian Young People's Guild of Ghana (PYPG)
P.O. Box 1800
Accra, Ghana

Student Christian Movement of Ghana (SCMG)
Accra Community Centre
P.O. Box 3339
Accra, Ghana

Veterinary Students Associiation of Ghana (VSAG)
c/o Veterinary College
Box 300
Tamale, Ghana

Young Women's Christian Association of Ghana (YWCAG)
P.O.Box 1504
Accra, Ghana

Emml. Kumi Yirenkyi, General Secretary
Youth Volunteers
P.O. Box 30
Akropong, Akwap, Ghana

Kofi Baah, Foreign Relations Coordinator
Global Youth Alliance
P.O Box MD 660 Madina
Accra, Ghana
Fax: +233-21-500-393
Phone: +233-27-576-347

Green Earth Youth Organization
George Ahadzie, Executive Director
P.O.Box 16641, Accra-North, Ghana
Tel: +233-21-232762
Fax: +233-21-230455
e-mail: greennetfi@ncs.com.gfi 
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